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 (Email is the best way to reach me! I check it very frequently during school days and early evenings, and usually respond within 24 hours on school days.)

¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español! ~~ Welcome to Spanish Class!
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Welcome to Español 1!  I am looking forward to getting to know you and to having a wonderful semester together.  Below is a brief overview of what will be covered in Spanish 1.

Students in Spanish 1 will develop basic proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking.  After this course, a successful student should be able to communicate in Spanish using “chunks” of information by listing, re-grouping known vocabulary, and using memorized phrases to talk about topics related to oneself.  These topics (content) include introducing and describing self and others, expressing likes and dislikes, describing family, weather, clothes, pastimes and talking in the present. Students will be exposed to cultures of Spanish speaking countries.  Students will be introduced to simple structures (multiple components of grammar) that will enable them to successfully communicate in linguistically and culturally appropriate ways. Finally, students will learn to carry out tasks in a variety of real-world situations (settings).

Text:

¡Exprésate! Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.

Materials needed:

1. Three-ring binder or notebook with a section for taking notes and for class-work.
2. A sheet protector with white paper or card stock inserted, to use as a white board. And a black or blue dry-erase marker.

3. Folders for keeping handouts and past work.

4. Loose leaf lined paper for assignments to be turned in.

5. Colored pencils, crayons or felt tip markers; scissors & glue for class projects

6. Blue or black pen, red or green pen for correcting, one dry erase marker for writing on white board, a highlighter.

7. Index cards or card stock for making flashcards.  Zip lock bag for keeping flash cards
8. Internet access from home or public library.
9. Recommended: Spanish/English dictionary 
	Grading Categories
	Grading Scale


Participation/Classwork/Use of Spanish 15%

Practice/Homework 10%





90-92% A-   93-97% A   98-100% A+ 
Vocabulary/Grammar Quizzes/Theme Projects 25%


-82% B-   83-86% B     87-89% B+
Tests/Presentation/Graded writing   35%



70-72%C-*  73-76% C    77-79%  C+
Final Exams: Written and Oral 15%. 



60-62% D-   63-66% D    67-69% D+
Below 60% F; C- required to enter next Spanish class

Homework: Homework is intended to help you practice and review what we learn together in the classroom.  Also, it can help you fix mistakes BEFORE you have a test! Even if you do not have any written homework, you should plan on studying Spanish for at least twenty minutes every night.  
You are expected to do the assigned homework every day. Have it out and ready to check as soon as you come to class. You must be ready with your homework when I come by to check it, or you will not get credit. I will check homework regularly, and occasionally, I will collect it. I will give full, partial, or zero credit, depending on the completeness of your work. No credit will be given for homework that is illegible. All homework should be kept in your Spanish Notebook/Binder.  Homework will be announced at the end of class and will be posted online and projected at the front of the classroom. I cannot accept late homework, except in the case of excused absences or with Special education accomodations.
There is no “extra-credit” work available to raise a grade.  The quarter moves swiftly. Please stay on top of your assignments, check your grade in Infinite Campus and get help early in the grading period. Your grade is primarily based on your ability to use the Spanish you have learned. Proficiency in a language does not result from “cramming” in assignments at the end of the quarter or semester.

Absences/Make-up Work: If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out from the website or from a classmate what you missed and to make up all work.  For excused absences/illnesses, you have the same number of days to make up the work as the number of days you were absent.   If you are very ill, please have your parent or guardian email me, so we can work out the best way to get you caught up.  If you are absent due to a field trip, athletic, or student event, you are still responsible for turning in work, collecting notes, and making up the work that you missed on that day.  There will be no extension of due dates for planned absences.   Be sure your coach, supervisor, or parent submits your name to the Attendance Office so you don’t get marked unexcused.  I cannot accept any make-up work from unexcused absences. 
Your grades are always available for you to see.  Please check Infinite Campus before or after class, email me, or make an appointment with me, if you have any questions regarding the status of your class grade or the grade for any particular assignment.

Please write the names and phone numbers of two classmates to call if you are absent.  They should be able to tell you about any work that you missed and any assignments due:
Name______________________________________   Phone______________________________________

Name______________________________________   Phone______________________________________

Extra help

I am more than willing to help you.  I’m easiest to reach by email and I am available between class periods.  Please make an appointment to see me.  Don’t wait until the last moment to get help! togimachi@sccs.net
Class Rules: We will follow all of Santa Cruz High School’s rules and student behavior policies (tardies, electronic devices, vandalism, disrespectful language, academic dishonesty, etc.) . Please refer to “Behavior Expectations” sheet for additional classroom procedures.
Safe-Space:  I expect you to be an active and respectful participant in class.  This includes participating in all class activities, being respectful of each other, and treating each other with kindness.  Learning to speak a new language can be frustrating.  It is expected that everyone will make some mistakes in pronunciation and grammar.  Try your best to listen and speak in Spanish while participating in class activities, and help others feel confident and respected as they do the same.  Remember: We’re all in this together!  Disrespectful language and actions will not be tolerated in this classroom.
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:

The best way to ensure students’ success in learning is to work together to support that success.  I ask that students and parents/guardians read the attached course description and expectations and sign below.  I would appreciate having your home/cell phone number, your work number, and email.  I look forward to working with you throughout this school year!  ¡Gracias!  









Sincerely,






















            
Tonie Ogimachi

By signing below, I acknowledge reading and understanding the course description and expectations, and I agree to comply with them.

_______________________________, _______________________________       ___________

Student name



    Signature




 Date

I have read and discussed the course description and expectations with my son/daughter.

_______________________________, _______________________________       ___________

Parent/Guardian name
                            Signature



 
 Date

Home/Cell phone number ________________________________________________________

Work phone ___________________________________________________________________

Email address__________________________________________________________________

